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Dr Himmatrao Saluba Bawaskar is an internationally recognised Clinical Scientist 

working since more than 40 years for saving the lives of millions of poor, marginalised 

communities from snakebites envenomation and scorpion sting.  He  was born in a 

small village with a population of 500 in rural Maharashtra  in a poor farmer family on 

3rd March 1951. His childhood was marked with incessant hardships. After obtaining 

MBBS degree from Government Medical College, Nagpur, he joined the primary health  

centre Birwadi, Maharashtra in 1976 and studied in details the clinical sign and 

symptoms due to venomous scorpion sting and published original research  article in 

the Lancet 1982. After completion of MD in Medicine from B J Medical College, Pune, 

he himself took request transfer to Rural Hospital Poladpur in Raigad district to 

continue the research in scorpion sting. In 1981 his doctor wife Pramodini joined his 

venture.  In the year 1983 doctor couple tried sodium nitroprusside and then prazosin  

an alpha blocker  to reverse the refractory pulmonary edema due to scorpion sting  and 

case fatality rate due to scorpion sting is dropped down from 40 percent   to less than 1 

percent. In 1986, in his paper titled Prazosin in the management of cardiovascular 

manifestations of scorpion sting published in The Lancet he put forward for the first 

time Prazosin as a physiological antidote for scorpion stings. His  pioneering research 

on scorpion sting was  published in the Lancet, British Medical Journal,  British heart 

Journal and many other topmost National, International  journals. His work on scorpion 

sting attracted attention of several international scientific bodies and experts. He  was 

invited by Ciba foundation London 1994 and  Morocco government at Rabat 2009 for 

discussion and guidance of scorpion sting management. 

 

Dr Bawaskar continuously providing training to all peripheral doctors on  how to 

manage scorpion, snake bite at limited resource settings. He generated scientific 

evidence on simple preventive measures such as bamboo cot and mosquito net prevent 

krait, scorpion and mosquito bite which was published in the Lancet.   

 



Dr Bawaskar extensively studied and analysed   chronic renal failure in farmers due to 

cadmium and lead contaminated of drinking water in a clay land as a result of 

phosphate manure and pesticide in Buldana and Akola district and published his 

findings in Clinical Toxicology.  His original article regarding use of thrombolysis for 

acute Myocardial infarction at rural setting was published in Tropical doctor. His 

original contribution of diagnostic scores for hypothyroidism got published  in the JAPI.  

Dental fluorosis  due to more than 3 PPM fluoride content of  bore well water used for 

drinking  found in a  village  published  in Tropical doctor. Due to his research, now the 

villagers are provided fluoride free water.  

 

Dr Bawaskar is providing mentoring support to the ICMR-NIRRH Scientists and 

provided training on snakebite to the Medical Officers in Tribal block of Palghar 

District. The case fatality rate due to snakebite was drastically reduced after Dr 

Bawaskar training.  Based on this contribution, Government of Maharashtra requested 

him to conduct training of all Medical Officers in Maharashtra State. Dr Bawaskar also 

contributed in the development of National Treatment Guidelines for Snakebite.  

 

Dr Bawaskar has extensively provided clinical services and also published more than 70 

original research articles in national and international medical journals including 

Lancet, New England Journal of Medicine and British Medical Journal. He also 

contributed several book chapters and policy documents on scorpion and snake bite. He 

is invited as peer reviewers  for scientific article by the editor of Lancet , NEJM, Clinical 

Toxicology, JAPI , JICMR, Current Science  etc He was invited to deliver talks in 

national and internal medical conferences, awarded Dr.Mehta and Patel award for his 

best paper  published in JAPI 2007. He also contributed in drafting the policy to curb 

corruption in Medical Practice.  

 

 He travelled extensively all over Maharashtra, Tamilnadu,  Andhra Pradesh, 

Karnataka, Kerala, Jammu  and trained peripheral doctors by giving lectures, slide 



demonstrations regarding how to manage scorpion snake bite cases at restricted 

resources at village level. He wrote book on scorpion sting for doctors and his 

biography in Marathi book Baristarch Kart.  His treatment is accepted  and utilize for to 

save  scorpion  and snake bite victims  all over middle east , Africa , Mexico , Pakistan  

and India . 

 

It is important to note that Dr Bawaskar life time clinical and public health research is 

done without help of any funding agencies either Government or Non Government 

Organisations. All the research conducted was from his own funds and  his family 

earning only. Dr. Bawaskar is an exemplar for the fact that research truly related to 

upliftment of human life needs a higher level of dedication.   

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

 

Dr Bawaskar Research demonstrated use of  prazosin  for treatment of  scorpion sting that 

brought down case fatality rate due to scorpion sting  from 40 percent  to less than percent  in 

Konkan region of Maharashtra. His research on snakebite and scorpion sting gave a glory to 

India in the International science and is a great motivation to the young generation. Capacity 

building of healthcare providers on snakebite and scorpion sting especially in rural and tribal 

areas is a major achievement that paved way to reduce mortality and morbidity due to snakebite 

in India. Due to his tireless services to the Nation on addressing several public health problems 

especially of the poor and marginalised population, millions of lives are saved. 

 

 

STATE AWARDS 

AntiaFinseth award 2004  by Association of Rural Surgeon India 

kamaltaiogaleziddhapurskar 2004 

Rajabhau Joshi Rugnasevapurskar 2004 

Late RamdasajiKalaskarkrutandynapurskar  21 August 2005 



2005Award for the IMA appreciation of selfless and dedicated services offered for 

mankind  from rural area 

Apatevachanalayutkrustasahitye award for barusterch Kart june 2006 

Marathwadabhushan 17 September 2006 at alibag 

Jivan Gaurav PuraskarByBabasahenAmbedkarMarathwada university Aurangabad   

 

NATIONAL AWARDS  

Dr .Mehta and   Patel award 

Life time achievement award by maharashtraasso. Of .Physicians  Conference 2003 at 

Goa. 

Award for original research in scorpion sting by Parkar medical foundation Ratanagiri. 

BuldanaZilha Gaurav Purskar 2004 

Life time award of clinical research society 2012. 

Shri Guruji award 2012 

2013 Ekam foundation Dr KS Sajivi Lifetime Achievement Award.   

Dr Tulpulepurskarfor  marathi BOOK ShodhGraminArogyacha   Marathi vidyanparishad  

2016 

        Science Man of Year  By Lokmat  paper by the auspicious had of former president  Hon        

Smt  Pratibhatai  Patil 

ACHIEVER AWARD 2019  at MAPICOM 2019 

PADAM SHRI NATIONAL AWARD 1922  

 

INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 

Ciba foundation London 1994 and   Morocco government at Rabat 2009 for discussion and 

guidance of scorpion sting management. 

Excellent award  2015  lion club  pune 27th Dec2015 

 

SOCIETAL IMPACT  

MesobuthusTamulus a most lethal scorpion flourished alloverKokan region with 40 

percent case  fatality due to refractory pulmonary edema  have been reported from   

Maharashtra, Karnatka, Andhra Pradesh, Mudurai,  Chennai, Pondicherry  and 



Saurashtra.   In the year 1976 Dr Bawaskar HS joined the primary health  centreBirwadi 

and studied in detail the clinical sign and symptoms due to venomous scorpion sting and 

publish original article in the Lancet 1982. Due to Dr Bawaskar contribution the case 

fatality rate was brought down to less than 1 percent. He has trained several doctors in 

periphery all over India that could save lives of millions of people. 

 

 

  

*Contributed scorpion and snake bite chapters to API Text book of medicine. 

**Chapter on scorpion sting international text of medicine Singapore. Text book of 

Environment medicine  

***Case report on snake bite – Davidson 100 cases text book. 

Editorial in JAPI, Journal of critical care medicine, Indian paediatrics  

** CME training of army doctors at JAMMU 166  9
th

 and 10
th

 June 2018 

**Chief  adviser  and guide  and expect Training programme on diagnosis prevention and 

management 0f snake and  scorpion bite  For Public health department government of 

Maharashtra model rural health research Unit (MRHRU) Dahanu Dist.Palghar 

Maharashtra(ICMR PROJECT) 

PJ Mehta Oration 2023  Association of physician India   

 

 

It important to note the life time clinical research is done without help of any 

funding agency  and  funds from day today’s family earning. 

Hobbies –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Medicosindia  link  

 

http://www.medicosindia.com/dr-himmatrao-bawaskar-the-crusader/ 

 

 

https://www.loksatta.com/chaturang-news/loksatta-gadde-panchvishi-article-by-himmatrao-bawaskar-abn-97-

2404381/> 

 

 

 

 

http://www.daktre.com/2012/04/of-scorpion-stings-and-

antivenoms/ 

 

Dr Bawaskar Interview  in Forensic Journal By Dr Agarwal  

 

http://www.anilaggrawal.com/ij/vol_009_no_001/others/interview/1/bawaskar.html 

HEALTH POCH DELHI 

 

https://www.healthysoch.com/health/cardiology/diagonal-ear-lobe-crease-a-premonitory-diagnostic-sign-of-

impeding-ischemic-heart-disease/ 
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The Lancet Impact factor 59 

[30 publications] – 30 letters, 1 paper, 3 case reports,  four  high light 

photographs, 1 Clinical picture] 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 Cover illustration of natural Mask 

often used by tribal community  

{Bawaskar  HS  Lancet January 2021}   

 

 



BMJ- RCT trial Impact factor 24, with 

editorial and paper and scorpion photo 

on cover illustration  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

NEJM – Two letters and one Review article. 

Impact factor 93 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

25
th

 Feb. 2022   Narveer Tanaji  malusary  shouory  purskar  at UMBRATH ( 

Aditi  takare  and Bharat shet gogavale ) 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

           

 


